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the historical society of mount lebanon…looking forward to the past

Dear Members,

Earlier this month my wife, Peggy, and 
I took our four-year old granddaughter 
to Kennywood for the day.  As you 
walk through the amusement park, 
you can’t help to notice all the “historic” 
building and ride designations.  Just 
about everywhere I looked I found a 
plaque or some sort of sign declaring 
the “historic” significance of this or that 
object, building, or ride.  So I started to 
think about “What makes something 
‘historic’ or  ‘historical’?”

Have you ever thought about how you 
would answer that question?  Certainly 
there are many buildings, objects, 
events, or ideas that are “no-brainers” 
when it comes to deciding if it is 
“historic.”  Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia or the minutes from the first 
meeting of the Mt. Lebanon Commis-
sion in 1912 are examples of historic 
“no-brainers.”

But then I came across an article on the 
front page of the July 12th Wall Street 
Journal about the most prized artifact 
in the collection at the Isle of Wright 
County Museum in Smithfield, Virginia. 
It’s a 112-year-old ham.  Is this object 
“historic”?  Just because something is 
old does that make it “historic”?    The 
people at this museum claim it is “the 
world’s oldest edible cured ham.”  It ap-
parently is on display at the museum. 

The significance of the object or event 

has something to do with deciding 
if something is “historic.”  I think it has 
to be “important” to be “historic.”   But 
“importance” is what we as individu-
als decide.  We have objects in our 
collection that were donated to us  
because younger family members 
looked upon the objects as “junk” to 
be thrown out, but luckily, somebody 
else thought it might be “important” 
in interpreting the history or in telling 
the story of Mt. Lebanon and offered 
it to us.   We collectively thought the 
objects offered were “important” and 
“historic” to us and accepted them 
into our collection.  Did we make the 
right decision?  Probably.  Until we be-
come really limited in space to store 
objects in our collection (now that 
is something that is fast approach-
ing!), I think it’s best to take it into our 
collection if the item is at all related to 
Mt. Lebanon in some way, and we can 
afford to store it properly. Time will 
tell if we saved the right things; the 
“historic” things.

The staff at the Isle of Wright County 
Museum certainly thinks their ham 
is “historic.”  Me, I’m not so sure.  But 
that’s OK.  There is room in this world 
for many things to be considered 
“historic.”  What do you think?  Drop 
me a line and let me know.

               Jim Wojcik,  President
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MT. LEBANON  
HISTORY CENTER 

200 Lebanon avenue  

HOURS 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., thursdays &  

9 a.m. to noon, saturdays 
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT AT:   

412-563-1941 or  
info@Lebohistory.org 

Commerce and Architecture  
Walking Tour 

10 a.m., Saturday, August 16 
This 90-minute walking tour of Wash-

ington Road begins at the Mt. Lebanon 
History Center (200 Lebanon Avenue) 
and proceeds down Washington Road 

to Rollier’s and back.  Along the way 
the architecture of the buildings and 
the history of the business district will 

be explored. The tour includes the 
municipal building’s Art Deco lobby. 

$10 for nonmembers; $5 for Historical 
Society members. Space is limited. Or-
der tickets online at lebohistory.org or 

mail checks to “The Historical Society of 
Mount Lebanon, 200 Lebanon Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15228. Questions? Email 

cready@gmail.com. 



2

Independence Day A sunny, bright and festive July 4th found 
several Society volunteers in Mt. Leba-
non Park staffing the Historical Society’s 
booth during the afternoon.   The booth 
displayed several Mt. Lebanon High 
School yearbooks and a set of 1940s 
vintage advertising signs from the W. M. 
Hall Real Estate Company from our col-
lection as well as membership brochures, 
home history brochures, and color-
ing books.  Many families and visitors 
stopped by the booth to ask questions 
about preserving prized objects, discuss-
ing Lebo history, and enjoying the “roles” 
of a by-gone era shown on the real estate 
advertisements.   What was especially 
exciting was seeing the number of 
younger children dragging their parents 
into the booth to talk about history.

Thanks go out to volunteers Dan Gigler, 
Hal Morgans, Dick Price, Dave Redding, 
Jim Wojcik, and Wally Workmaster for 
their efforts throughout the day.

Every year, the Historical Society recognizes a student who 
demonstrates a strong passion for history as well as disci-

pline and expertise in the study of history.  History teacher Peter 
DiNardo helps the Society select the student and a book ap-
propriate to that student.  A second copy of the book, inscribed 
with the student’s name, is given to the high school library. On 
the morning of April 30, Historical Society president Jim Wojcik 
recognized two students completing their junior years for their 
achievements in studying history—Charles Yuan and Amanda 
Vosburgh.

As part of his history class assignments, Charles had to prepare 
a research paper.  His research paper topic was: “Victims of Dis-
ease, Victims of Government: Unethical Disease Research on 
Humans by the United States in the Twentieth Century.”

Based upon his research paper subject matter, Charles was pre-
sented with a copy of Rebecca Skloot’s book The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks. This book tells the story of a person whose cells 
were taken from her without her permission or knowledge and 
were used for developing polio vaccine, uncovering secrets of 
cancer, and other medical breakthroughs.  

Pete DiNardo says of Charles: “He exhibits excellence in prepa-

ration and analysis. He is a great participant in small group discus-
sions as he demonstrates the ability to listen as well as advance 
the discussion.  Charles is a strong debater who demonstrates an 
ability to present and then deconstruct opponents’ arguments.”

Amanda’s  research paper topic was: “The Subway Vigilante: Ber-
nhard Goetz and the Stereotype of the Black Criminal.”

Pete says of Amanda: “She is a premier musician who possesses 
an inquiring mind that is pensive and reflects on issues. She was 
very engaged in debates and simulations with passion and a nice 
level of competitive interest.  She pushes herself for a depth of 
understanding of history topics.”

Amanda was presented with a copy of Gail Collins’ book When 
Everything Changed: The Amazing Journey of American Women from 
1960 to the Present.  This book begins in 1960 when most Ameri-
can women had to get their husband’s permission to apply for 
a credit card and ends with Hillary Clinton’s historic run for 
president in 2008.  This book documents the great changes that 
occurred for American women in just a generation.

The Historical Society is honored to recognize these stellar stu-
dents and wishes them all the best in their future endeavors.from

High School Book Award Presentation

Above from left: Former Society President Wally Workmaster, President Jim 
Wojcik, and Vice President Dave Redding.
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Historic Home Styles: 

From Tudor to Ranch

Mt. Lebanon’s

Now Open!
at the

Mt Lebanon  
History Center 

200 Lebanon Avenue

9 a.m. to  noon,  Saturdays
10 am to 1 pm, Thursdays

by appointment at  
412-563-1941 and  

info@lebohistory.org

www.lebohistory.org • info@lebohistory.org • 412-563-1941

• Delve though a filing cabinet of W.M. 
Hall Co. realtor offerings for Mt.  
Lebanon from 1935 through 1945.

• Learn more about the National  
Historic District Designation, includ-
ing  what it means for Mt. Lebanon and 
to the homeowners’ whose homes are 
“contributing.”
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The evening of June 26th was a special day in Mt. Lebanon History.  It was the first ever Neighborhoods Bus Tour sponsored 
by the Historical Society.  Society volunteers Pat Calvelo, Judy Sutton, and Gwyn Cready  (pictured, bottom left) led two 
busloads of interested people through our streets and neighborhoods explaining the differences between architecture styles, 

the role landscaping plays in the appeal of the house and informing us about various homes’ architects, owners, and significance.  
(Who knew that a founder of what became Kraft Foods lived in Virginia Manor and had a soda fountain stand in their basement?)
The next time you ride down Vernon Drive, slow down and look at the wonderful homes that line the street. The tour ex-
plained the significance of rolled vs. squared curbs, curving streets that follow land contours vs. grid patterns, and why the 
“fancy” houses were near the entrances of the new housing developments of the 1920s and ‘30s.  We examined house styles 
in Beverly Heights, Mission Hills, and Virginia Manor.
The tour was tied to our current exhibit: Mt. Lebanon’s Historic Home Styles: From Tudor to Ranch, which premiered on June 
6.  If you missed the bus tour, you still can get a flavor of what you missed by visiting our exhibit.

Mt. Lebanon Neighborhoods Bus Tour –  
Oh What A Night!
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MEMBERSHIP

James and Harriet Baird
Jeanne Bereznicki
Manny and Pat Calvelo
Joel Cluskey
Jody Colby
Gwyn Cready
Jack and Pat Cunningham
Amy Deems
Jon Delano
Tom and Sara Dougherty
Stephen Douglas
Carol Ferguson
Barbara Hinton
Doreen Hurley
Barbara Ivanko
Nancy Laitta
Barbara & Bob Logan
Connie Lopez
Ann Meyer
Sally Moare
Meghan Moran
Col. & Mrs. Thomas Orr
Dave Redding
Carol and Patrick  Riley
Robert and Lorelei Stein
Richard Walter

LIFE MEMBERS
Mary Ann DePalma Burnett

Mr. & Mrs. David Fasulo
The Donald D. Mateer 

Foundation
Virginia Nicklas

Bertha Abbott Thomas
Jim and Nancy Lutz
Rollie & Donna Kae  
Simmons Thomas  
Nadine Bognar
Toni Tierney

Many thanks to our new and 
renewing MeMbers  

(FroM March through June, 2014) WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17: Consecrated Dust: The 1862 Allegheny  
Arsenal Story.  See page 5 for details...

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5: In honor of Veterans Day, historian Todd De-
Pastino will speak about the history of Mt. Lebanon in World War II, includ-
ing the remarkable and sometimes harrowing war stories of a few outstanding 
residents—details he picked up while curating the Historical Society’s recent 
exhibit about Mt. Lebanon’s community’s experiences during World War II.  
Mt. Lebanon was surprisingly slow to embrace the war effort, but many of its 
residents gave all. 

Upcoming Speaker Series Lectures
ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE AND START AT 7 P.M.  

AT MT. LEBANON LIBRARY
REFRESMENTS WILL BE SERVED.

Day of Giving 2014 Recap 

May 6, 2014, was a historic day for the Historical Society.  It marked the 
first time we participated in The Pittsburgh Foundations’ Day of Giv-
ing Program.  Donations to The Historical Society from individuals 

using the pittsburghgives.org website on that day were matched at a 17 percent 
rate.  Because of these individuals generosity, the Society received over $900 to 
use for our ongoing operations.  Our thanks to those of you who participated 
this year.
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The New Historical Society 
Web Site Is Live!

Check out our redesigned website at lebohistory.org. Thanks to the hard work of our 
uber-talented team—volunteer designer Ben Joos and developer Bruce Draganjac, 
as well as volunteers Gwyn Cready and M.A. Jackson, we have a site fit for a king, or 

at least a very busy historical society poised for incremental growth.

You’ll find an easy-to-navigate site, with events clearly listed, a scroll of our Facebook posts, 
links to a detailed history of Mt. Lebanon, information on our current and past exhibits, 
and, of course, an easy way to purchase items from our shop, buy tickets to walking tours, 
become a member, and even donate. We are also in the process of adding and captioning our 
extensive collection of photographs, and the first batch of those should appear in the site by 
the end of August.

You will also find our new website logo (also featured on page one of this newsletter), which 
you will begin to see on other communications from the Historical Society as well.   But rest as-
sured, our corporate seal will still be used on Society agreements, such as Deed of Gift Forms.

After navigating over the site, please let us know what you liked and didn’t like with the site….
or what things you would like to see to further improve the site. 
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New Exhibit Opening 
a Great Success!

On the evening of June 6, our newest exhibit opened to the 
public.  Mt. Lebanon’s Historic Home Styles: From Tudor 

to Ranch shows the viewer what characteristics identify the vari-
ous home styles that exist throughout Mt. Lebanon.  Examples of 
each of these home styles grace the walls of our exhibit space.  

The exhibit also displays a collection of real estate window ad-
vertisements created for the W. M. Hall Real Estate Company that 
we think are from the 1940s and early 1950s.  These advertise-
ment posters were handcrafted before the days of digital photog-
raphy and computers.  They could be considered “works of art” in 
a sense.  What they do show is the various “stereotypical roles” 
that men, women, wives, husbands, and children played in that era. 
Seeing this shows the viewer just how far we’ve come from those 
days.  

There is also a section in this exhibit that identifies the reasons, 
timeline, process, impact, and boundaries of the proposed Mt. 
Lebanon Historic District. If you want to know what makes this 
district “historic” or if your house is a contributing property within 
the district, this part of the exhibit will help answer those ques-
tions for you.

The exhibit would not have been possible without the tireless ef-
forts of the following individuals and organizations:

Joel Cluskey and Yvette Yescas from the Mt. Lebanon Historic 
Preservation Board

Mark Johnson of Mark S. Johnson & Associates

Susan Morgans from the Mt. Lebanon Public Information Of-
fice

And from The Historical Society of Mount Lebanon: John Conti,  
Todd DePastino, Dick Price, Dave Redding, Lisa White,  
Tyler White, Jim Wojcik

Our community has many wonderful and eye-catching homes.  This 
exhibit has many of them on display.  Who knows, maybe your house 
is on our wall! They only way to tell is to come and take a look.

Top: Cutting the ribbon at the opening are from left, Tyler 
White (who took all the current house pictures in the ex-
hibit),  Society volunteer Dick Price, Historic Preservation 
Board member (and the architect for Mt. Lebanon’s new 
History Center) Joel Cluskey, Society Vice President Dave 
Redding, and Society Board member Lisa White. Middle: 
Society volunteers Dave Frankowski and Judy Sutton dis-
cuss the new exhibit. Bottom: Society Volunteers Dick 
Price and Bea Finke take a rest during the opening party.



HSMTL TRUSTEES
James Wojcik, president

David Redding, vice president
Matthew Clark, treasurer
Gwyn Cready, secretary

Julie Agar 
Todd DePastino

Dan Gigler
Amy Kaminski 
Hal Morgans

Joe Polk
Lisa White 

Wallace Workmaster

newsletter editor

M.A. Jackson

 If you love old pictures, make 
sure to get a  “Mt. Lebanon” book 
filled with 127 pages of black and 

white photographs. Books are 
$23.50 at the History Center and 

the municipal building at  
710 Washington Road.  

Or order online at  
www.lebohistory.org.  

THEY MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

The Historical Society of 
Mount Lebanon

200 Lebanon Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15228   

412•563•1941   
info@lebohistory.org  
 www.lebohistory.org
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Memory Lane...
    Can anyone tell us more about this undated parade photo? It was taken on 

Washington Road near the intersection of Academy Avenue. The sign on the car 
reads “Mac and Mac.”  Contact us at info@lebohistory.org or 412-563-1941.

Annual Fundraising Dinner 
Speaker Announced!

The Society’s Annual Fundraising Dinner is set for Wednesday, October 22, at St. Clair Country 
Club.  The dinner committee is proud to announce that the speaker for the evening will be 

Bill Flanagan, executive vice president for the Allegheny Conference on 
Community Development.  You can see Bill most Sunday mornings on 
WPXI-TV where he hosts the Our Region’s Business show and also on 
the Pittsburgh Cable News Channel (PCNC), hosting a Sunday morning 
show dealing with business.

Bill’s topic is: “Strategic Investment in Arts and Culture: A Key to the 
Transformation of Pittsburgh.” He will share the history of Pittsburgh 
and how investments in the arts and culture (including museums) has 
played a significant role to help our region to rebound so dramatically 
from the collapse of our heavy industrial base.  Today, the Pittsburgh re-
gion flourishes with a diverse economy strong in energy, finance, manu-
facturing, life sciences, and IT.  Our region’s cultural institutions have 
played, and continue to play, a very important role in that re-birth of 
Pittsburgh. It’s a fascinating story that is told in an entertaining and informative way by Bill.

The dinner will also include some delightful items to be raffled and many silent action items, in-
cluding a week’s use of a 3 bedroom, two- and one-half bath home in Charleston, South Carolina! 
(minimum bid $500). 

Look for your invitation in the mail in mid-September or on our website, but please mark the date 
on your calendars now. 


