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the historical society of mount lebanon…looking forward to the past

Dear Members:

I hope you had a grand time celebrating 
July 4th this year.   For those of us who 
cherish history, July 4th means more to 
us than time off from work for grilling hot 
dogs and cheeseburgers, drinking wine 
and beer, going to the beach, and doing 
all this with family and friends.  It’s really 
a day to celebrate the actions of a group 
of people who—almost 240 years ago— 
decided to formalize the reasons why they 
were willing to fight to be free to govern 
themselves independently from a King—
even one with some limited powers (think 
Magna Carta, 1215).

These past 200+ years of independent 
rule hasn’t been one peaceful evolution 
upward to where we are today.  It has been 
full of bumps and bruises, obstacles and 
blemishes, mistakes and misstatements.  
But I can’t think of a better place to live and 
of a better society to prosper in than in this 
country.  We are not perfect.  Anything cre-
ated by human beings has imperfections.  
True freedom and true equal opportunity 
makes us all better.  I sometimes think that 
the political divisions that seem so extreme 
today aren’t because one side wants to 
bury the other side but because people 
on both sides strongly believe theirs is the 
better path for our country.

One hundred and fifty years ago people 
believed so strongly that theirs was the 
correct path for this country that they 
went to war to resolve it.  Way too many 
people died on both sides of that issue, but 

it was resolved.  Maybe it’s time to tone 
down the rhetoric, listen to both sides 
with open minds, separate the opinions 
from the facts, and look to the past when 
appropriate to chart the course for the 
future.

I hope you all had a happy, safe July 4th 
and are enjoying a wonderful summer.

Sincerely,

Jim Wojcik,  President

NOTE:  We have decided to keep our 
current exhibit open through the end 
of this year.  Mt. Lebanon Goes To War is 
being shown to an expanding group of 
Mt. Lebanon students and has been in-
corporated into some history and writing 
classes.  If you haven’t seen it, please don’t 
miss it before it comes down. You will be 
surprised at how good it is!  (But don’t just 
believe me, go see it for yourself.)

Since the update in our last Newsletter, 
several significant events have occurred 
relating to our quest for acquiring the 
entire building we currently occupy from 
the municipality.  You can find out the 
details inside on page 3.

Also, please be aware that the starting 
time for our next Speakers’ Series—a tour 
of Temple Emanuel and their garden— 
is 7 p.m.  We are considering moving 
the starting times of all future speakers’ 
events to 7 p.m.  What do you think about 
that decision?
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MT. LEBANON  
HISTORY CENTER 

200 Lebanon avenue  

HOURS 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., thursdays &  

9 a.m. to noon, saturdays 
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT AT:   

412-563-1941 or  
info@Lebohistory.org 

TEMPLE EMANUEL  
7 p.m., MONDAY. SEPTEMBER  16, 
TEMPLE EMANUEL, BOWER HILL 
ROAD.   
Join us for a tour of the synagogue and 
its nationally regarded garden. The tour 
includes an explanation of the symbol-
ism of the synagogue’s spaces and arti-
facts and a history of Jewish migration 
to the South Hills and Mt. Lebanon.

ANNUAL MEETING:  
PITTSBURGH DURING 
THE CIVIL WAR 
7 p.m., WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6,   
MT. LEBANON PUBLIC LIBRARY.  
Author Arthur Fox  will be the speaker. 
Please note, this is a reschedule of a 
canceled talk from this past winter.

UPCOMING SPEAKER  
SERIES LECTURES

ALL LECTURES ARE FREE



2

Every year, the Historical Society presents its annual 
book award to a Mt. Lebanon High School student 
who has excelled in history. History teacher Peter Di-

Nardo helps the Society select the student and a book appropri-
ate to that student. A second copy of the book, inscribed with 
the student’s name, is given to the high school library.  This 
year, two students were selected—Lani Cupo and Kathleen  
(Katie) Brown.  Lani received the book The Rebellious Life of 
Mrs. Rosa Parks by  Jeanne Theoharis and Katie was awarded 
The Warmth of Other Sons by Isabel Wilkerson.

Pete says: “Lani truly honed her natural talent by  
exhibiting every trait I value in a student. My course  
requires substantial reading, writing, and public speak-
ing. Incredibly responsible, her daily preparation stands out 
among her peers, as does her daily contributions and ques-
tions in class lectures and discussions. Beyond this, Lani has 
been a leader, organizing out-of-school study sessions for all  
students with me before major exams and coordinating an 
effort to continue a series of voluntary evening sessions I  
annually offer. The research paper is a daunting task, and Lani 
proceeded professionally in her study of a little-known but im-
portant moment, the riots at Attica in the 1970s.  In 23 years 

NOW THAT’S A 
PROM GOWN!
A special shout-out to 
Emma Williams and her 
glorious prom dress. Emma 
was one of the Mt. Leba-
non High School student  
guides at the Society’s St. 
Clair Cemetery Tour last 
fall and will be heading off 
to Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania this fall. A 
true lover of history—her 
dream is to work at Colo-
nial Williamsburg—Emma 
wore this specially-made, 
Colonial-style dress to the 
Mt. Lebanon prom this 
spring. All we can say is: 
Bravo!!

of teaching, I have met hundreds of amazing students, but few 
have the quality of character as Lani.”

Of Katie, Pete says: “Katie prepares with diligence every day, 
and has proven to be the best debater among all five AP class-
es. She was flat out amazing in her defense of Lincoln’s stretch-
ing of the Constitution, battling a competent opponent and 
friend. In our simulation set amid the Civil War, Katie drew 
the role of Justice Roger B. Taney. This activity lasts four days 
and is completely controlled by students. Using exceptional 
research, Katie achieved the ideal I desire, wedding authentic 
quotes from Taney with her own creative application to the 
unique situations that arose in our simulation. Katie shows 
an intensity of focus, engaging every moment.  She hungers 
for knowledge and loves the study of history and politics. She 
epitomizes the scholar-citizen I value and has been one of the 
most impressive overall students I have taught in 23 years, and 
without a doubt, one of the most honorable and decent teen-
agers I have been privileged to teach.”

The Historical Society is honored to recognize these stellar 
students and wishes them all the best in their future 
endeavors.

history book prize awarded

HISTORY OPPORTUNITIES FOR  
TEENS AND KIDS

Do you know a high school student who is interested in 
history and is seeking a volunteer opportunity or intern-

ship? Have them contact the Society at info@lebohistory.org 
for information about how they can help! 

Do you home school your child? Are you a Scout leader or lead  
a church or other group for teens? Think about bringing your 
group to the Mt. Lebanon History Center for a tour. With a 
little information from you, we can tailor a program specifi-
cally for your group! Email us at info@lebohistory.org.

Desperately Seeking Denis Pictures
We know you go to the theater to see pictures, not take 
them, but the Denis Theatre Foundation is looking for old 
photographs of the Denis Theatre—interior or exterior.  

If you have any old pictures, or other items relating to the 
Denis, please contact Elaine Werthiem at  

eewertheim@gmail.com or 412-341-4463.



3

O n Tuesday, April 9th, a “historical” event 
happened in the history of the Historical 

Society of Mount Lebanon.  The Mt. Lebanon Com-
mission unanimously passed bill No. 8-13.  The bill 
gives the Historical Society the opportunity to negoti-
ate directly with the municipality for the purchase of 
the McMillan House property without a public auc-
tion.  The municipality no longer needs this property 
and has plans to sell it.  Our concerns were that in an 
auction we would 
either get outbid 
by only a few dol-
lars and would be 
scrambling to find 
a new location or 
overpay in try-
ing to acquire the 
property.  

We have started 
discussions with 
the municipality on 
a process to deter-
mine an acceptable 
transfer price for 
the property.  This 
effort is ongoing.

We received pro-
posals from sev-
eral architectural 
firms in response 
to our request for 
architectural services for a feasibility/scoping study 
and cost estimate for the restoration and adaptive 
reuse of the space as our new History Center.  We 
selected RSH Architects to do this work for us.  They 
are a firm with strong ties to Mt. Lebanon and a 
strong background in restoration work, including 
historic houses and museums.  We are looking for-
ward to working with them these next few months as 
they complete this study.

While the architect is helping us determine the cost 

of restoring and reusing the space, we will also be 
hiring an individual or firm to conduct a study of the 
feasibility of raising the necessary funds to pay for 
the acquisition and restoration of the space and to 
establish an endowment to help ensure the ability to 
operate the new space with its higher costs into the 
future.  We expect this contract to be in place and 
this work started in late July.

On the fundraising side, we have received a signifi-
cant pledge from 
an “angel” to help 
us with our acqui-
sition cost.  This 
is a great start in 
our effort and is 
greatly appreci-
ated.  We are still 
looking for a few 
more “angels” to 
help.  Please con-
tact me if you 
know of some-
body or would 
like to help.  Think 
about how great it 
would be to have 
your name on 
the front of the 
new Mt. Lebanon 
History Center 
or have a room 

named for your family or in memory of a loved one!

Once we have a better idea of the cost to acquire the 
property, the cost to restore it, and determinations 
of the feasibility of acquiring the funds to make 
this all happen, we will then be in a better position 
to move aggressively ahead with this opportunity.

Please thank your Mt. Lebanon commissioner, Munici-
pal Manager Steve Feller and his staff for their continued 
support for the Historical Society.  Without their help 
this task would be even more daunting.

NEW SPACE UPDATE

The Historial Society hopes to purchase the “McMillan” house on Washington Road and convert it 
into a new Mt. Lebanon History Center. The Society currently occupies the building’s lower level.
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MEMBERSHIP
Many thanks to everyone who 

has renewed! 
Please consider a membership for 

your friends and family!  
A membership makes a great gift to 
former residents now living in other 

states—and helps the Society! 
Questions?  

412-563-1941 or  
info@lebohistory.org

UPCOMING EXHIBIT: SPORTS CHAMPIONS 
your treasured memories could be on display!

Mt. Lebanon has a long history of excellence in sports. Our high 
school has won numerous WPIAL and PIAA championships, 
and some of our student athletes have advanced to the profes-

sional level—two have even gone on to win Super Bowl championships.

We will be honoring ALL of our champions with a new exhibit  for the fall 
of 2014 and are seeking items for the exhibit. If you have items relating 

to Lebo sports past (anything from a Girls’ Volley-
ball State Championship game video to a letterman 
jacket or football from the 1940s) please consider 
loaning them to us (they will be returned when the 
exhibit closes) or donating an item for the Society’s 
permanent collection.  

Contact Joe Polk  at joe@13ball.com or 412-680-
1917 if you have an item or a question.

PLEASE NOTE:  Just because an object is offered to 
us, it may or may not be included in the exhibit—
our space is very limited!!

WE NEED YOUR EXHIBITS IDEAS!

Since the Mt. Lebanon History Center opened, our exhibits have explored 
the history of “What We Wore,” Uptown Washington Road in 1963, Wash-
ington Elementary School, and Mt. Lebanon soccer. We also have shown 

you the impact of trains, trolleys, and automobiles on Mt. Lebanon’s growth as 
well as encapsulated 100+ years of Mt. Lebanon history into one tiny room. Cur-
rently you can see the effects of WWII on our community at the “Mt. Lebanon 
Goes to War” exhibit.  Next fall we are planning an exhibit of Mt. Lebanon’s Sports 
Champions.

What exhibits we have in the future, however, could be entirely up to you.

We’re looking for suggestions for the Society’s next few exhibits, which need to 
further our mission to “interpret and preserve the history of Mt. Lebanon”—that 
gives you a fairly wide potential scope of ideas to consider.  Don’t worry about the 
idea not being worthwhile or not being significant enough—we’ll deal with those 
considerations.

If we select your idea, we’ll give you full credit and even let you help us put the 
exhibit together (if you want to, that is).  You could even co-curate the exhibit if 
you’re willing to do the research and all the other things that go into putting to-
gether a great exhibit.  (It’s a lot of work, but also very worthwhile and fun.)

At this point, all we are looking for are your exhibit ideas. Send your ideas to info@
lebohistory.org  or call us at 412-563-1941. Please leave a message with your 
idea and contact information.  Let’s have some fun with this!

LIFE MEMBERS
Mary Ann DePalma Burnett
Mr. & Mrs. David Fasulo

The Donald D. Mateer Foundation
Virginia Nicklas

Bertha Abbott Thomas
Jim and Nancy Lutz

Rollie & Donna Kae Simmons Thomas
Nadine Bognar



TOUR LEBO!!
SAINTS AND STAINED GLASS 
6 p.m., Tuesday, September 10 
Take a tour inside two of Mt. Lebanon’s 
most historic churches—St. Bernard’s and 
Mt. Lebanon United Presbyterian.  The 
90-minute tour covers the history of both 
churches with a focus on the stained glass 
windows. Meet in in front of St. Bernard’s 
Church. 

COMMERCE &  
ARCHITECTURE
6 p.m., Tuesday, September 19 
This 90-minute walking tour of Washington 
Road begins at the Mt. Lebanon History 
Center (200 Lebanon Avenue) and pro-
ceeds down Washington Road to Rollier’s 
and back.  Along the way the architecture of 
the buildings and the history of the business 
district will be explored. The tour includes 
the municipal building’s Art Deco lobby. 

Above tours are $10 for nonmembers; 
$5 for Society members. 

Cash or check only.

GRAVES & GOBLINS 
1 p.m., Sunday, October 26 
Take a tour of Mt. Lebanon Cemetery—see 
the beautiful headstones and mausoleums 
and hear some “haunting” stories.  Meet at 
the Cemetery’s  front gate along Washing-
ton Road.  

Suggested donation,  
$5, Society members; $10 non-members.

Space is limited.  Reservations required 
at cready@gmail.com or  

412-418-9348. 
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We love Reunion Groups and local 
organizations!  Consider scheduling a 

private tour of the History Center  
or a Walking Tour.  

Call 412-563-1941 for information.

On Tuesday, May 14, the Historical Society welcomed 
back Dr. Lori, a nationally-known antiques apprais-
er, for an event co-sponsored by Maniet Financial 

Services Network.  A capacity crowd filled the Mt. Lebanon 
Recreation Center’s meeting room.  More than 50 items were 
appraised by Dr. Lori in her educational and very humorous 
style throughout the evening. Treasures were valued from 
$45 for a Napoleon decanter to $5,000 for a sofa table circa 
1810.  There was a mandolin appraised for a value of $3,000 
to $6,000, a large brass lamp valued at $140 and a tiny music 
box that caused a gasp at $1,200.  The total value of the items 
appraised by Dr. Lori was over $35,000!  Our thanks go out to 
David Maniet and his associates from Maniet Financial Ser-
vices Network for bringing Dr. Lori back for a second year in 
support of the Historical Society of Mount Lebanon. Check 
future newsletters and mailers for information about next 
year’s Dr. Lori appraisal event. 

Some of the Antiques Appraisal event team (from left): Dave Maniet, 
Maniet Financial; Dr. Lori; Historical Society President Jim Wojcik; and 
Bob Neal, Maniet Financial.

APPRAISING MT. LEBO

Great Gift Ideas
Don’t forget you can purchase “I    Lebo” T-shirts (adults, 

kids, and onsies), note cards, Mt. Lebanon history 
coloring books, Mt. Lebanon Images of America books, 

Christmas cards, and other great gifts at the  
History Center!



HSMTL TRUSTEES
James Wojcik, president

David Redding, vice president
Matthew Clark, treasurer
Gwyn Cready, secretary

Julie Agar 
Stacey Jo Bonenberger

Mel Bickel
Todd DePastino

Dan Gigler
Joe Polk

Lisa White

newsletter editor

M.A. Jackson

things that aren’t there anymore           

Loblaw’s Grocery on Cochran Road in 1964.  “At Loblaws, more than the price is right.”

Did you shop at the Loblaw’s? If so, do you have any memories of the store?  We’d love to hear 
them!  Call us at 412-563-1941 or email info@lebohistory.org.

Please consider sharing your photos of Mt. Lebanon’s past. Email scans to info@lebo 
history.org or drop them off at the history center—we will scan them and return the originals.

 If you love old pictures, 
like the one  at right, make 

sure to get a  “Mt. Lebanon” 
book filled with 127 pages 
of black and white photo-

graphs. Books are $23.50 at 
the History Center and the 

municipal building,  
710 Washington Road.  

Or order online at  
www.lebohistory.org.  

THEY MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

The Historical Society of 
Mount Lebanon

200 Lebanon Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15228   

412•563•1941   
info@lebohistory.org  
 www.lebohistory.org
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DID YOU KNOW...

Mt. Lebanon developed rapidly in the 1920s. 1924 saw the 
development of the Hoodridge area—named for Agnes Hood, 
whose property encompasses acreage from Mt Lebanon 

Boulevard to Woodland Drive—and Howard Salkeld developed 140 lots 
in Colonial Heights. The next year, JC Roush and Salkeld developed 
138 lots in St Clair Terrace. James Duff, an amateur horticulturist and 
developer (and one-time Pennsylvania governor), started developing the 
Virginia Manor area in 1926, setting the highest building standards in the 
community and taking the idea of restrictive covenants to the limit.  
Architect Tom Garman, who built more than 2,300 homes in Mt. Leba-
non, supervised the creation of “new” Virginia Manor.
This was the decade of growth that helped determined Mt Lebanon’s  
pattern of development for the remainder of the 20th century. All of the 
major traffic arteries in present day Mt Lebanon have at least some 
vestiges of these 1920s residential subdivisions. Between 1924, when the 
township began recording building permits, and the end of the  
decade, 2,164 permits were issued for the construction of new residential 
structures, including 1,937 single-family homes. Although development 
would continue through the 1960s, no subsequent period would match 
the 1920s in numbers or extent. 


