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the historical society of mount lebanon…looking forward to the past

Dear Members:

In April of this year my wife, Peggy, and I 
made our first trip to France.  We spent 
6 days in Normandy and 6 days in Paris.  

While in Normandy, we spent almost two 
days visiting, reading about, and reflecting 
upon the D-Day sites from World War II.   
Although I’ve read many books about what 
happened on the coastline of Normandy 
on June 6, 1944, studied photos, and 
watched several movies and documenta-
ries including The Longest Day and Saving 
Private Ryan, there is something different 
and unique about walking around the loca-
tions where this history actually occurred.  
I touched German fortifications that still 
exist to this day and walked in the town 
square in Ste.-Mere-Eglise where several 
82nd Airborne paratroopers unfortunately 
floated down into the town among the 
German troops stationed in that town.  
Most significantly, I walked on Omaha 
Beach at low-tide (when the first wave of 
Higgins boats landed)  and among the ap-
proximately 9,000 Crosses and Stars of Da-
vid in the American Cemetery overlooking 
Omaha Beach imagining what it must have 
been like that day for those brave solders.  
I wondered how I would have responded 
had I been there that morning.  Would I 
have had the courage to leave the landing 
craft and move up that beach and over the 
hillside?  It’s quite a sobering experience.

It also helps me to understand why history 
museums are still relevant in this age of all 
things digital.  I haven’t looked, but I’m sure 
there are YouTube videos of the places we 
walked.  I can watch Saving Private Ryan 
on my tablet.  I read The Longest Day by 

Cornelius Ryan on my Kindle.  But none 
of these media channels—individually or 
collectively—gave me the same experi-
ence as actually seeing it with my own 
eyes, touching the sand on that beach, and 
hearing the names endlessly recited of the 
American soldiers who are buried in that 
cemetery.  History Museums, including our 
little one, are a way that we can see, touch, 
and hear about our past in a very special 
way.  By experiencing that past, hopefully, 
we can learn to not repeat the mistakes 
that lead to some of those costly decisions 
in our past and appreciate the many bless-
ings we have here in Mt. Lebanon and in 
this magnificent country and not take them 
for granted.

Best Regards,

Jim Wojcik, President

PS:  The Mt. Lebanon Veterans’ Memo-
rial was dedicated over Memorial Day 
Weekend.  It’s located at the entrance to Mt. 
Lebanon Park off of Cedar Boulevard.  It too 
gives you an opportunity to review and re-
flect.  Try to see it during the day and after 
dark.  It’s almost like two different memori-
als.  A video of the dedication ceremony 
can be found on our web homepage.  
Thank you to all who were involved in this 
undertaking—from planning and design 
to fundraising—and to all of you who 
provided support and funds to make this 
a reality including three members of our 
current Board of Trustees: Todd DePastino, 
Dan Gigler, and Wally Workmaster.
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MT. LEBANON  
HISTORY CENTER 

200 Lebanon avenue   
(corner of Washington road and  

Lebanon avenue, across from  
southminster church)

HOURS 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., thursdays &  

9 a.m. to noon, saturdays 
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT AT:   

412-563-1941 or info@hsmtL.org 

THE CENTER WILL BE 
OPEN 6 TO 9 P.M., THE 

FIRST FRIDAYS IN JULY, 
AUGUST, AND SEPTEMBER!  

We love  
Reunion Groups!   

Consider scheduling a private 
tour of the History Center 

and a Walking Tour for  
your Reunion.



CENTENNIAL PARADE
 

Mt. Lebanon Municipality is planning a very big  
centennial parade 3 P.M., SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 
8, which will run down WASHINGTON ROAD 
FROM  COCHRAN ROAD TO  MT. LEBANON CEM-
ETERY.  The afternoon parade will feature bands,  
musical groups, floats, notable Mt. Lebanon 
residents, community organizations, histori-
cal re-enactors, the police honor guard, and, of 
course, the Historical Society of Mount Lebanon. 
After the parade, the celebration will continue 
Uptown with music, food, and entertainment.  We 
hope to see you there!  (photo of the 1962 50th  
anniversary parade from the Society’s collection)

SPEAKERS SERIES
all programs are free 

MT. LEBANON FOOTBALL:  
A  TRADITION OF  

EXCELLENCE 
7:30 P.M.,  SEPTEMBER 26 
MT. LEBANON LIBRARY

Former Mt. Lebanon High 
School Coach Art Walker 
and author Jeff Linkowski 
will pay tribute to the 
Blue Devils’ players and 
coaches and their many 
championships and 
titles. This is a Mt. Leba-
non centennial event. 
(photo of Art Walker 
from the society’s  
collection)

PITTSBURGH IRON & STEEL 
HERITAGE COLLECTION  

7:30 P.M., NOVEMBER 7 
MT. LEBANON LIBRARY

Staff from the Carnegie 
Library of  Pittsburgh will 
discuss their digital  
collection of books,  
journals, photographs, 
trade catalogs, and other 
items related to the iron 
and steel industry in 
Western Pennsylvania. Their photographs 
and documents date to the 1800s.

SAINTS & STAINED GLASS  
6 P.M., TUESDAYS, AUGUST 7, AND 
SEPTEMBER 18.   Take a tour inside 
two of Mt. Lebanon’s most historic 

churches—St. Bernard’s and Mt.  
Lebanon United Presbyterian.  The 

90-minute tours cover the history of 
both churches with a focus on the 
stained glass windows. MEET IN 

FRONT OF ST. BERNARD’S CHURCH.

walk with us
join a historical society walking tour

COMMERCE &  
ARCHITECTURE  

6 P.M., THURSDAY, JULY 19 & 
10 A.M., SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6   

These 90-minute walking tours of Washington Road 
BEGIN AT THE  MT. LEBANON HISTORY CENTER 

(200 LEBANON AVENUE) and proceed down  
Washington Road to Rollier’s and back.  Along the 

way the architecture of the buildings and the history 
of the business district will be explored. The tour 
includes the municipal building’s Art Deco lobby.

All tours are $10 for nonmembers;  
$5 for historical society members. 

 Cash or check only.

NEW  
TOUR!

GRAVES & GOBLINS 
5:15 P.M., MONDAY, OCTOBER 29  
(IT WILL BE A FULL MOON!) Take a 
tour of Mt. Lebanon Cemetery—see 

the beautiful headstones and   
mausoleums and hear some “haunt-

ing” stories.  MEET AT THE  
CEMETERY’S FRONT GATE ALONG 

WASHINGTON ROAD. 

Space is limited.  Reservations 
required at  cready@gmail.com or 

412-418-9348. 

ST. CLAIR CEMETERY TOUR  

9 A.M. TO 1 P.M., SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 15 ST. CLAIR  
CEMETERY, SCOTT ROAD (BEHIND MT. LEBANON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH)  

Stop by any time between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. and take a self-guided tour of Mt. Lebanon’s 
oldest cemetery (we recommend you set aside at least an hour). Tour booklets will 
be provided and “guides” will be stationed throughout the 

cemetery to tell stories about the early founders of the South 
Hills and their lives. Be prepared to meet a Revolutionary War 

Solider, a Pastor, a School Teacher, and even descendants of 
people buried here. There will also be gravestone rubbing and 

dowsing demonstrations. This tour is free to Society mem-
bers and $5 for nonmembers. Please note, St. Clair Cemetery 

is the small cemetery on the other side of Scott Road from 
Mt. Lebanon Cemetery. Park in the church lot off Scott Road; 
a crossing guard will be available to help you cross the road.  

There are no walkways in the cemetery and the ground is un-
even, so please wear appropriate shoes!  (pictured is Jane Glenn 

Neely, 1814-1887) 

We can provide tours for your reunion group or organization.  
Call 412-563-1941 at least two weeks in advance.

UPCOMING EVENTS



RENEWING
A.J. Pajak (centennial)

Ann Winkelstein (senior)
Wallace Workmaster (centennial)
Mike and Karen Cahall (family)

Barbara Hinton (individual)

NEW 
Bob and Betty Kripp (centennial)

Marilyn and Mark Francis (individual)
Janice Jourdan (individual)
Wendy Scott (individual)

Charles George (individual)
Andrew Zeedick (senior)

Mary Ann Burgess (senior)
Elaine Kitlowski (individual)

James and Julie Mareino (family)
Robert and Lorelei Stein (family)

The Corcos (centennial)
Bill and Robin Taffe (family) 

Sally Moore (senior) 
Cecilia Mulkeen (senior)

LIFE MEMBERS
Mary Ann DePalma Burnett
Mr. & Mrs. David Fasulo

The Donald D. Mateer Foundation
Virginia Nicklas

Bertha Abbott Thomas
Jim and Nancy Lutz

Donna Kae Simmons Thomas

MEMBERSHIP

NEW  
TOUR!

We’d like to welcome our newest  
Life Member, Kate “Donna Kae” Simmons 
Thomas, and her husband, Rollie. Donna 

Kae’s root run deep in Mt. Lebanon—her 
family ran Algeo’s General Store, which 

opened in 1898, and the Lebanon Lodge, 
which opened in 1932. Donna Kae wrote 
on her application that her life membership 
came “not a minute too soon!”—she and 

her husband are  82 and 84!  

We would like to give a special shout 
out to A.J. Arnett who recently 
completed an Eagle Scout project 

in Mt. Lebanon Cemetery. A.J. organized a 
project that mapped the lower level of the 
cemetery (behind St. Bernard’s and along 
Scott Road) and created an Excel spreadsheet 
that lists all the graves in that area along 
with the condition of each tombstone and 
its inscription. He even attached a photo of 
every tombstone. During the project, he “un-
earthed” three headstones that had toppled 
and been covered by grass. This is one of the 
older sections of the cemetery and the cem-
etery corporation has not digitized its old  
ledgers (which means they are not accessible 
to the public). A.J. passed on all the informa-
tion to the Society—where it will be available 
to reseachers—and the cemetery corpora-
tion. If you know of a Boy Scout who is in need 
of an Eagle Scott project, let us know—there’s 
still a lot of the cemetery left to map. Early 
1900s photo of  Mt. Lebanon Cemetery from the 
Society’s collection.

Every year, the Historical Society pres-
ents an  annual book award to a Mt. 
Lebanon High School student who has 

excelled in history. History teacher Peter Di-
Nardo selects the student and Christy Smith, 
the high school’s librarian, selects the book 
(a second copy of the book is given to the 
school library). 

The 2012 awardee is Erin Worden.  Erin re-
ceived two books: “A Northern Light” by Jen-
nifer Donnelly and “The War” by Geoffrey 
Ward, which is a companion to the PBS WWII 
series by Ken Burns.

DiNardo says, “Erin was one of only 13 stu-
dents who volunteered to tackle the AP US 
History research paper this year. Erin went 
outside the traditional historical approach, 
examining cultural history by exploring the 
circus in the depression. Her early, dedicated, 
and deep reading exemplifies her spirit and 
work ethic.  There have been and are many 
worthy candidates for this award, but Erin’s 
consistency and broad array of exceptional 
qualities make her stand out among many 
stellar students.”

historical society book award

It was a beautiful, if a bit warm, Memorial Day and once again the Historical Society was represent-
ed with Vice President Dave Redding’s 1960 Chevy Impala. Riding with Dave are board member 
and past president Wally Workmaster and Mt. Lebanon Commissioner Kelly Fraasch (who serves as 
the Society’s liaison). 

mt. lebanon cemetery project

It happened...
July 1, 1901: The 1st trolley arrives in Mt. 
Lebanon.
July 4, 1907: The first golf game is held at what 
would later become Mt. Lebanon Golf Course.
July 1912: Mt. Lebanon School District is estab-
lished.
July 1922: Charles Baldwin is named Mt.  
Lebanon’s first police chief.
August 14, 1984: The final day of trolley service in 
Mt. Lebanon.
September 15, 1930: Mt. Lebanon Municipal 
building is dedicated.
September 2003: Mt. Lebanon’s public safety 
building opens.

We are trying once again to send this newsletter 
without using envelopes. The last time we tried, a 
few members called to tell us their newsletter had 
been damaged in the mail. This time we are trying a 
heavier stock paper and hope it works. PLEASE let us 
know if your newsletter arrives damaged by leaving 
a message at 412-563-1941 (and let use know if you’d 
like a new one). If  we receive several complaints, we 
will return to envelopes.



HSMTL TRUSTEES
James Wojcik, president

David Redding, vice president
Matthew Clark, treasurer
Gwyn Cready, secretary

Julie Agar 
Stacy Jo Bonenberger

Mel Bickel
Todd DePastino

Dan Gigler
Joe Polk

Lisa White
Wally Workmaster

newsletter editor

M.A. Jackson

things that aren’t there anymore
             OK, we fudged a bit on this one—the building is still there but Kaufmann’s   

Department Store is long gone. Do you remember the Tic Toc Restaurant?  
The bargain basement? The beauty salon?  This Kaufmann’s opened in August 1963 and 

moved to South Hills Village Mall in 1987.  The building became The Galleria in 1989. 

Please consider sharing your photos of Mt. Lebanon’s past. Email scans to info@hsmtl.org  
or drop them off at the history center—we will scan them and return the the originals to you.

 If you love old pictures, 

like the one at right, make 

sure to get a  “Mt. Lebanon” 

book filled with 127 pages 

of black and white photo-

graphs. Books are $23.50 

at the History Center and 

the municipal building,  

710 Washington Road.  

Or order online at  

www.hsmtl.org
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