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the historical society of mount lebanon…looking forward to the past

It’s that time when we see the past winter 
behind us and start looking forward to a 
warm, bright summer ahead.  That same 

backward glance to the past and positive 
look to the future surfaced repeatedly for 
me in several recent activities involving our 
Historical Society.

February 4th was a cold, wet, and over-
cast day in Mt. Lebanon.  (It was February 
in Pittsburgh, so what else would you 
expect!)  It also was the day that we had 
a “soft” opening of our newest exhibit at 
the Historical Society:  “Mt. Lebanon: The 
First 100 Years.”  It is quite an impressive 
exhibit, although I’m sure you realize that 
I’m a bit biased.  But I am amazed that in a 
rather cozy space you can experience over 
100 years worth of history taking place in 
our community; from early settlers, first 
golf games, and multiple votes before Mt. 
Lebanon was able to secede from Scott 
Township, to mementos from Mt. Leba-
non’s 25th, 50th, and 75th Anniversary 
celebrations, basketball championships, 
and pictures of all three Mt. Lebanon public 
libraries.

Later that same day, the Fire Department 
celebrated the official delivery of its newest 
fire truck with a “push-in” celebration.  The 
Historical Society was invited to participate 
at the event and supplied a beautiful dis-
play of “Then & Now” photos from various 
locations around Mt. Lebanon that elicited 
all sorts of memories and discussions from 
the people present.  A “Thank You” goes to 
the Fire Department for including us in its 
celebration.

The Mt. Lebanon Commissioners moved 
their normal meeting day to February 6th 
to coincide with the 100th anniversary 
date when the Quarter Session of Allegh-
eny County decreed Mt. Lebanon severed 
from Scott Township.  A reception was held 
immediately afterwards for all in the lobby 
of the Municipal Building.  Representatives 

from several of Mt. Lebanon’s “founding 
families” were present.  The Historical Soci-
ety installed its “Then & Now” display for all 
to see.  (The display is still in the Municipal 
Building’s lobby.  Stop in to see it.)  

A nostalgic video created by Judy Macos-
key and others in the Mt. Lebanon Public 
Information Office also debuted that eve-
ning.  It has gone semi-viral on the internet.  
You can see it on our website

Looking forward,  I’m excited about several 
coming events on the Historical Society’s 
calendar.  On Saturday, May 19, we are 
planning a fun event at the History Center 
for all members celebrating the grand 
opening of our new exhibit.  Look for a 
mailing in late April or early May with 
details.

Summer brings another opportunity for 
you to participate in one of our “walking 
tours.”  See the insert in this issue for details.   
Summer also brings the start of “First 
Fridays.”  The History Center will be open 
from 6 to 9 those evenings.  While on the 
subject of evening events, would you like 
us to  expand the History Center’s hours 
to include some evenings?  Please let me 
know at 412-563-1941.  

Look for information on September’s 
Centennial Parade and a special St. Clair 
Cemetery tour in this newsletter  and in 
upcoming mailers.

As I participate in these Centennial Events 
and work with the people planning them, 
it becomes even more evident to me what 
a special  place Mt. Lebanon is to live, work, 
and play.  We have an interesting history, 
great neighborhoods, and a strong sense 
of community.  Your membership in and 
support of Historical Society events help to 
further strengthen all the good things that 
make Mt. Lebanon “Someplace Special.”  I 
thank you for that. 

Jim Wojcik, President
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2012 SPEAKERS SERIES
all programs are free

 
PALACE OF CULTURE: THE CARNEGIE  
MUSEUM & LIBRARY 
7:30 P.M., MAY 23  
MT. LEBANON LIBRARY
Robert Gangewere, former Carnegie 
museums maga-
zine editor and 
author of  Palace 
of Culture: Andrew 
Carnegie’s Museums 
and Library in Pitts-
burgh,  will discuss 
the history of the 
Carnegie Museums 
and Libraries. This is 
a joint venture with 
the Friends of Mt.  
Lebanon Library.

MT. LEBANON FOOTBALL:  
A  TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE 
7:30 P.M.,  SEPTEMBER 26
MT. LEBANON LIBRARY
Former Mt. Lebanon High School Coach 
Art Walker and author Jeff Linkowski 
will pay tribute to the Blue Devils’ players 
and coaches and their many champion-
ships and titles. This is a Mt. Lebanon 
centennial event.

PITTSBURGH IRON & STEEL  
HERITAGE COLLECTION  
7:30 P.M., NOVEMBER 7, 
MT. LEBANON LIBRARY
Staff from the 
Carnegie Library 
of  Pittsburgh will 
discuss their digi-
tal collection of 
books, journals, 
photographs, 
trade catalogs, 
and other items 
related to the iron and steel industry in 
Western Pennsylvania. Their photographs 
and documents date to the 1800s.



DONATIONS
The following items were accepted into the Society’s  

collection at the January board meeting

VETERANS MEMORIAL DEDICA-
TION 7:30 p.m., Sunday, May 27, Mt, 
Lebanon Park, off Cedar Boulevard. 

COMMUNITY PARADE The munici-
pality is planning a very big parade 
Saturday, September 8, which will 
run down Washington Road from  
Cochran Road to  Mt. Lebanon Cem-
etery.  The afternoon parade will fea-
ture bands, musical groups, floats, 
notable Mt. Lebanon residents, 
community organizations, historical 
re-enactors, the police honor guard, 
and much more. After the parade, 
the celebration will continue Up-

At the January 2102 board meet-
ing, the following people were 

voted onto the Historical Society’s 
board.  We thank them for joining 
us…

JOE POLK  firmly believes in giv-
ing back to his community. Joe is a 
volunteer firefighter/EMT, a blogger 
for Blog-Lebo (www.bloglebo.com), 
and an active member of St. Bernard 
Church. Joe earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in logistics management from 
Duquesne University in 1993 and 
works as an entrepreneur, technol-
ogy specialist, and social media con-
sultant. He is a lifelong resident of 
Mt. Lebanon.

 STACEY JO BONENBERGER is an 
Art Institute of Pittsburgh graduate 
who works in corporate property 
management for a global real estate 
firm with a focus on new client im-
plementations. Her experience with 
the firm includes operations man-
agement, contracts and strategic 
sourcing, and call center manage-
ment. She graduated from Upper St. 
Clair High School and has lived in Mt. 
Lebanon for over 15 years. Stacey Jo 
spends her free time reading, par-
enting her 4-year-old son, and work-
ing on small interior design projects 
for friends.   She is an architecture 
enthusiast and has traveled across 
the country to visit historically sig-
nificant buildings and homes. 

“MT. LEBANON: THE FIRST 100 YEARS,”  
the Society’s new exhibit opened in February to a large 

crowd.  The exhibit uses photographs and artifacts to 
create a timeline of Mt. Lebanon’s major milestones; it 

will run though the end of 2012.  A member Open House 
is scheduled for May 19. Above: A special display case 

is devoted to the Schriener family and features many of 
the items (some dating to the mid 1800s)  that the family 

has donated to the Society. Above right: A doll owned 
by the Smith Family of Pine Avenue was donated by 

George and Peg Smith.  At right:  an assortment of  items 
pertaining to Mt. Lebanon’s schools. 

2001 Alumni MLHS Directory—Dottie 
Blacka

Posters of Mt. Lebanon architecture—John 
Conti

1979 toy dog from Mellon Junior High—
Carmen DiGiacomo

1969 Mt. Lebanon comprehensive plan and 
class of 1960 40th reunion program— 
Richard Gaetano

1972 Mellon Junior High recognition 
book—Eleanor Hohman

1950s Dog Licenses  from J F Diebold,  
Bower Hill Road and Mt. Lebanon Federal 
Savings Safe Deposit Box Key —M.A. 
Jackson

Reminiscences—Charles Miller

Photographs, documents, and other items 
relating to A.C. McMillan and his family —
Jean McMillan

1960 Calendar Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
Church—Aaron Lauth

Framed incorporation document for Mt. 

Lebanon Woman’s Club dated March 29, 
1930—Jane Morton

610 Royce Avenue architecture plans—
Diane Oettinger

Clipping from Mt. Lebanon News: June 
3, 1954— Jane Offutt

1986 Mellon Junior High Yearbook—
Joy Pajak

Framed January 1981 Mt. Lebanon 
Magazine Cover, Issue #1—Joe Polk

Hall Real Estate Items: Signs, Kardex Box,  
“For Sale” Sign—Bill Rose

13 Bicentennial Celebration Flags and 
booklet describing flags—Ester Shaffer

Two Record/Secretary Minutes Books and 
scrapbook from Mt. Lebanon Woman’s 
Club —Marianne Siesdorfer and Mary 
Ann Scott

Aqua Club  Jacket circa 1965 —Richard 
Viggiano

60th Reunion Booklet, class of 1951—
Wally Workmaster

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

BOARD UPDATES

We bid a fond farewell to out-
going board member Jeanne 

Bereznicki  who for many 
years served as the Society’s 

newsletter editor and  
assisted with many events 

and programs.   

town with music, food, and enter-
tainment. 

ST CLAIR CEMETERY TOUR 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Saturday, September 15, 
Scott Road. The Historical Society 
will partner with the Mt. Lebanon 
School District for a special tour of 
Mt. Lebanon’s oldest cemetery.  The 
event will feature student “re-enac-
tors,”  and gravestone rubbing and 
dowsing demonstrations. Tours will 
be self guided. There will be more 
information in the next newsletter 
and Society members will receive a 
flier with more details this summer.



MEMORIAL DAY  
TRIBUTE

By Todd dePasTino

Mt. Lebanon has a sad connection 
to an important and once well 

known piece of World War II history. I 
learned of this connection last month, 
when I received a kind letter from Ber-
tha Abbott Thomas, a member of one 
of Mt. Lebanon’s founding families and 
a Mt. Lebanon Historical Society life-
time member. Bert was a young girl in 
1943 when her older brother George 
went off to war. Like millions of other 
18-year-olds, George wanted to fly and 
joined the Army Air Corps. By 1944, he 
was serving as a waist gunner on a “Fly-
ing Fortress” B-17 crew in the Eighth Air 
Force in England. His job was to fend off 
German fighters as his heavy bomber 
raided enemy territory. 

Some time that summer, George re-
ceived additional duty. By 1944, so 
many B-17 bombardiers had been 
killed that the Air Corps began recruit-
ing waist gunners like George to serve 
as stand-ins, called “toggliers.” Tog-
gliers didn’t receive bombardier’s pay, 
nor rank (bombardiers were officers, 
and George remained a sergeant), but 
they did get the hazardous job of op-
erating the bomb bay doors in the ex-
posed nose position of the plane.

George was at the bomb release 
switch in the nose of the Flying For-
tress on October 15, 1944, when his 
ten-man crew, led by pilot Lt. Lawrence 
DeLancey, reached its target over the 
railroad yards near Cologne, Germany. 
Anti-aircraft explosions bracketed the 
airplane as George flipped the switch 
to release its payload. The B-17, now 
thousands of pounds lighter, surged 
upward. Seconds later, the plane 
rocked violently. A German shell had 
pierced the nose turret and exploded, 
killing George in an instant. Somehow, 
the plane’s navigator, Lt. Ray LeDoux, 
survived the impact, even though he 
was sitting three feet from George 
when the plane was hit. 

The skin that had once covered 
the B-17’s nose was flayed open 
and folded back over the cock-
pit, obstructing the pilot’s view. 
The explosion had knocked out 
the instruments and radio, sev-
ered the rudder controls, and, 
most critical at 27,000 feet, cut 
the oxygen supply. The nine 
other crew members—all but 
George—were alive. The plane 
had plunged to 2,000 feet, low 
enough to breathe, and Lt. 
Delancey regained control of 
the the ship. He and LeDoux de-
cided to attempt a return back 
to England, 300 miles away, 
rather than bail out over enemy 
territory.

LeDoux navigated entirely by 
sight, picking out landmarks 
through the cockpit’s side win-
dows. After the plane reached 
the British coastline, people 
on the ground began hear-
ing a loud haunting wail over-
head. Air base crews heard 
the crippled B-17 make its ap-
proach before they ever saw it. 
With its nose torn off, the plane 
sounded like a giant whistle fly-
ing through the air, emitting an 
unearthly howl that drowned 
out the roar of the plane’s four 
powerful engines. 

Spectators stood agog at the 
sight of the B-17 as it landed 

safely and taxied on the runway. The 
shaken crew members climbed down 
from the twisted hulk and promptly 
received pills from a flight surgeon—
presumably something stronger than 
the shots of whiskey usually handed 
out after a mission. They would each 
get a couple weeks off for “flak leave.” 
By early November, most were back in 
the air, fighting their way through Ger-
man flak once again. 

The story of the Flying Fortress’s mi-
raculous return appeared in newspa-
pers throughout America days later, 
accompanied by photographs of the 
plane’s grotesquely flayed nose. These 
photos served to remind a war weary 
public of the sturdiness of the B-17 
and the resilience of its crews. 

But the happy ending wasn’t shared 

by Mt. Lebanon’s Abbott family. Six-
ty-eight years may be a long time, 
but the decades can’t dim Bertha 
Abbott Thomas’s memories of her 
brother George Edward Abbott, a 
young man who died in the skies 
over Germany at age nineteen.

Mt. Lebanon Historical Society 
Board member Todd DePas-
tino wrote “Bill Maudlin: A Life 
Up Front” about the Pulitzer Prize 
Winning cartoonist. He teaches at 
Waynesburg University and is a co-
founder of the Veterans Breakfast 
Club (see below).

Veteran’s Breakfast 
Club

The mission of the Veterans Breakfast Club is to create  
communities of listening around  

veterans and their stories—such as the one told above. 
All veterans are welcome.

The VBC hosts regular breakfasts and other events, 
such as outreach sessions, and bus trips to historic sites, 
designed to promote reflection, fellowship, and story-

telling.  

The next South Hills breakfast is 8:30 a.m., Tuesday, April 10, 
at Salvatore’s Banquets, 5001 Curry Road. 

 A full breakfast is $12; it is free to just stop by. 

For more information, call 412-623-9029. 

Staff Sergeant George 

Edward Abbott



walking tour… 

Saints & Stained Glass
6 p.m., Tuesdays, June 5, August 7, and September 18 
Take a tour inside two of Mt. Lebanon’s most historic churches— 
St. Bernard’s and Mt. Lebanon United Presbyterian.  The 90-minute  
tours cover the history of both churches with a focus on the  
stained glass windows. Meet in front of St. Bernard’s Church.

Join A 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 
MOUNT LEBANON

Commerce & Architecture 
These 90-minute walking tours of Washington Road begin at the 
Mt. Lebanon History Center (200 Lebanon Avenue) and proceed down 
Washington Road to Rollier’s and back.  Along the way the architecture of 
the buildings and the history of the business district will be explored. The tour 
includes the municipal building’s Art Deco lobby.

6 p.m., Thursday, July 19, and 10 a.m., Saturday, October 4

Graves & Goblins 

Tours are $10 for nonmembers; $5 for historical society members.
Cash or check only

Space is limited.  Reservations required at 
cready@gmail.com or 412-418-9348. 

NEW  
TOUR!

5:15 p.m., Monday, October 29 (it will be a full moon!)

Take a tour of Mt. Lebanon Cemetery—see the beautiful headstones and  
mausoleums and hear some “haunting” stories.  Meet at the Cemetery’s front 
gate along Washington Road. 



CENTENNIAL KICKOFF
The Historical Society was pleased to be a part of the  
municipality’s February 6 centennial kickoff celebration. 
The evening included presentations of proclamations by 
local politicians, a video of old photos of the community, 
cake  (donated by Society members Lillian and Reg Tate of  
Potomac Bakery) and champagned donated by long-time 
resident and former Society board member Ginny Nick-
las, who gave the first toast. It was a great evening and a  
wonderful way to start the yearlong celebration. 

Pictured top: Society Vice President Dave Redding created 
a fabulous display for the centennial kickoff party. Inset 
above from left: Society President Jim Wojcik presented a 
toast written by Wally Workmaster. Wally, the Society’s first 
president, could not be at the event. Society Secretary Gwyn 
Cready and Treasurer Matt Clark. Society past president M.A. 
Jackson shows commissioner Matt Kluck a gavel made from 
Mt. Lebanon’s original Cedar of Lebanon trees.  Thanks to 
George Mendel and mtl magazine for the photos!

Above: Ginny Nicklas and 
Municipal Manager Steve 
Feller toast Mt. Lebanon. At 
right: Reg and Lillian Tate of 
Potomac Bakery provided the 
fabulous cake.

RENEWING
CENTENNIAL
George and Barbara Schoeppner
Todd DePastino and Family
Matt Smith and Family
Emmy Lou and Lee Ducray
A.W. Stevenson
Matthew Clark and Family
Bea and Bill Finke
Barbara Meharey
Jeanne and Scotti Mulert
The Patrick Family
Gwyn Cready
Cynthia and Jerome Richey
Jane and Sam Morton 
Connie Lopez

FAMILY
Kim and Wayne Honath
Kenneth and Audrey Menke
Lila McNulty
Helen and Clarence Betzler
Betty and Bob Newcomer
Alan Scheimer
Charles and Nancy Trau
Nancy and Richard Laitta
Jim and Ann Simmons
Maggie McDermott and Bill Bates
John and Carol Ferguson
Dave and Collette Frankowski
Ian Haigh

SENIOR
Dick Walker
Nicholas Lamprinakos
Pat Grubb
Jeanne Bereznicki
Toni Tierny
Mary Lou Failor Hughes
Yvonne Rameas
Sylvia Garlitz
June Delano
Marianne Siersdorfer
Mary Sweeney
Alice Stock
Louanne Brunemeister
Bunny Schorr
Lynn Banbury
Ardeth Tennyson
John Halligan
John and Lee Scott 
Joe Dimperio

LIFE MEMBERS
Mary Ann DePalma Burnett
Mr. & Mrs. David Fasulo

The Donald D. Mateer Foundation
Virginia Nicklas

Bertha Abbott Thomas
Jim and Nancy Lutz

INDIVIDUAL
Wilma Novogradac
Lee Heckman
Carol Gordon Humphreys
Doreen Hurley
Bette Ruh
Marilyn Freed
Rita Levine
Sue Opp
Mike Lacy
Jacqueline Doyle
Marty Carney
Tom Stevenson
Steve Feller
John Delano
Linda Stewart
Judy Macoskey 
George Gula 
Barbara Hinton

NEW 
Gretchen Haller (centennial)
J.A. Wunderlich (centennial)
Jack and Pat Cunningham (family)
Penelope and Fred Abbott (family)
Lillian Leps (individual)
Alan and Evie Reece (senior)
Edward and AJ Pajak (centennial)
Nadine Bognar (centennial)
Carlie McGinty (individual)
Tom and Sara Dougherty (family)
James and Harriet Baird (family)
Leah Wojcik Burman (family)
Nancy Ryan Barkman (senior)
Matt and Brienne Sembrat (family)
Ted Kyle (individual)
Dave and Patti Barrett (family)
Marge Atria (senior)
Craig Knox (family)
Kristen Linfante (family)
Michael A. Romano (family) 
Manuel and Patricia Calvelo (family)
John and Marily Russell (family)
David Maxwell (senior)

MEMBERSHIP
If you have not yet renewed for 2012, you will find a renewal form in this 

newsletter.  If you have renewed, Thank You!!



HSMTL TRUSTEES
James Wojcik, president

David Redding, vice president
Matthew Clark, treasurer
Gwyn Cready, secretary

Julie Agar 
Jason Belcher

Stacy Jo Bonenberger
Mel Bickel

Janice Celedonia
Todd DePastino

Dan Gigler
Joe Polk

Lisa White
Wally Workmaster

newsletter editor

M.A. Jackson

things that aren’t there anymore
             This photo shows the Becker house on Castle Shannon Boulevard across from what 
is now  Mt. Lebanon Library. Mellon Middle School now stands here. If you remember the 

Becker house and want to share memories, or if you have some old photos of Mt. Lebanon 
showing things that aren’t here anymore, please considering sharing them! 

 If you love old pictures, 

like the one at right, make 

sure to get a  “Mt. Lebanon” 

book filled with 127 pages 

of black and white photo-

graphs. Books are $23.50 

at the History Center and 

the municipal building,  

710 Washington Road.  

Or order online at  

www.hsmtl.org

The Historical Society of Mount Lebanon
200 Lebanon Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa 15228   
412•563•1941 • info@hsmtl.org • www.hsmtl.org

MT. LEBANON HISTORY CENTER 
200 LeBanon avenue  (corner of WashingTon road and 

LeBanon avenue, across from souThminsTer church)

HOURS 
10 a.m. To 1 P.m., Thursdays & 9 a.m. To noon, saTurdays 

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT AT:  412-563-1941 or info@hsmTL.org 
THE CENTER WILL BE OPEN 6 TO 9 P.M., THE 

FIRST FRIDAY OF JUNE, JULY, AUGUST, AND 
SEPTEMBER!  


