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the historical society of mount lebanon…looking forward to the past

Dear Members:

I am just overwhelmed when I 
reflect upon all the countless hours 
our volunteers spend supporting 
the wonderful events, programs, 
and daily activities of the Historical 
Society.  Without their efforts abso-
lutely nothing we do would be accom-
plished; there would be no exhibits, 
cemetery, church or walking tours; no 
History Center to visit; no speakers 
series to attend; no historical displays 
in the municipal building lobby; no 
Cedar Tree newsletter; no organiza-
tion to the thousands of items in our 
collection; no Mt. Lebanon books, 
note cards or tie-dyed T-shirts;  no 
Mt. Lebanon School District second 
graders leaving the History Center 
with a Historical Society pencil and 
bookmark and possibly the seed of an 
appreciation for history.  This list just 
scratches the surface of all the things 
our volunteers do for the Historical 
Society.  

On September 8th, the Historical 
Society participated in our com-
munity’s Centennial Parade.  It was 
the capstone of a year full of events 
celebrating 100 years of Mt. Lebanon’s 
existence.   We were front and center 
at the beginning of a long parade 
that brought many smiles to those 
who were watching.  We wanted to do 
more than just walk along carrying a 
“Historical Society of Mount Lebanon” 

banner but to educate the crowd 
about Mt. Lebanon’s history. (Don’t 
miss the article and photos inside!) 
Based upon the comments during 
and after the parade, I think we suc-
ceeded.  I’m telling you this not to pat 
ourselves on the back, but to share 
with you the importance of our vol-
unteers.   I was surprised that it took 
almost thirty enthusiastic volunteers 
for this one event to be so successful.  
Without their participation, our part 
in the parade and celebration would 
not have happened.  We would have 
missed this great opportunity to cel-
ebrate the history of Mt. Lebanon and 
do a little bit of education on the side.

So a great big “THANK YOU” to all of 
you  who do so many things, great 
and small, for the Historical Society.  
As I said earlier, without you we would 
accomplish nothing.

Best Regards,

Jim Wojcik, President

PS:  Inside is an article identifying 
a way you can let us know that you 
would be interested in helping us out 
periodically.  It’s a great way to meet 
new people across all ages, promote 
Mt. Lebanon history, and have some 
fun.  Please think about adding your 
name to our list of Historical Society 
volunteers.
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MT. LEBANON  
HISTORY CENTER 

200 Lebanon avenue   
(corner of Washington road and  

Lebanon avenue, across from  
southminster church)

HOURS 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., thursdays &  

9 a.m. to noon, saturdays 
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT AT:   

412-563-1941 or  
info@Lebohistory.org 

SPEAKERS SERIES 

PITTSBURGH IRON & 
STEEL HERITAGE  

COLLECTION  
7:30 P.M., NOVEMBER 7 
MT. LEBANON LIBRARY

We wrap up our 2012 series with staff 
from the Carnegie Library of  Pittsburgh 
who will discuss their digital  collection 
of books,  journals, photographs, trade 
catalogs, and other items related to 
the iron and steel industry in Western 
Pennsylvania. Their photographs and 
documents date to the 1800s.  
The program is FREE.



SOCIETY SPOTLIGHTS LEBO HISTORY 
AT THE CENTENNIAL PARADE It happened...

October 23, 1911: Mt. Lebanon United 
Methodist Church breaks ground.

December 20, 1919: Official groundbreaking 
for the Liberty Tunnels.

December 22, 1922: The Beadling Payroll 
Robbery. As the paymaster heads to the 
Beadling Mine with the Christmas payroll, he 
and his crew are hijacked at the corner of Cedar 
Boulevard and Salem Drive by the Flathead 
Gang led by Paul Jawarski. A guard is shot 
and killed. The gang’s specialty was robbing 
mine payrolls, and they pulled off several similar 
robberies in the South Hills before being  
apprehended. 

November 15, 1932: the Mt. Lebanon 
Library opens in the Municipal Building.

November 1950: “The Big Snow”…32 
inches of snow fall in four days between Thanks-
giving and Tuesday, November 28, trapping 
many people in their homes for days. 

 
5:15 P.M., MONDAY,  

OCTOBER 29

  

(IT WILL BE A FULL MOON!) 

Tour Mt. Lebanon Cemetery— 

see the beautiful headstones and   

mausoleums and hear some  

“haunting”  stories.   

MEET AT THE  

CEMETERY’S FRONT GATE  

ALONG  WASHINGTON ROAD. 

Space is limited.   
Reservations required at   

cready@gmail.com or  
412-418-9348. 

GRAVES &
 GOBLINS TOUR
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It rained all morning, but the sun came out just in time for Mt. Lebanon’s centennial parade. Society 
board members and volunteers represented some of the best pieces of the community’s past. Thanks 
to Mark Johnson for creating the signs.

At left: Christian Polk, Nicolas DeLuca, and Emily Polk, carrying the Society’s banner, lead the group. 
At right: Society President Jim Wojcik represented Rev. Clokey, the pastor who brought the cedar 
trees to this area in the 1850s. 
Below from left: Mt. Lebanon High School Seniors Matt Broeren (#67) and JJ Kitchen (#40) 
represent Lebo’s first WPIAL football championship in 1966; board member Stacey Jo Bonenberger 
and son, Sam, are the 1901 arrival of the trolley, while board secretary Gwyn Cready is the last trolley 
on Washington Road (1984). Municipal Manager Steve Feller carries a copy of a 1912 newspaper 
article announcing that Mt. Lebanon is a separate township (Steve marched with his granddaughter, 
Lily Seal). Dr. Matthew Pesacreta was the 1954 opening of St. Clair Hospital, and Marissa Lutz, an 
intern at Mt. Lebanon magazine, was the first issue of the magazine (1981). Bottom row from left: 
Society volunteers Ben and Meredith Joos were the beloved 1975 World’s Largest Garage Sale. 
Denis Theatre Foundation Board President Jennifer Smokelin was the 1938 opening of the theater. 
Police Chief Coleman McDonough and his wife, Karen, represented the 1922 establishment of the 
Mt. Lebanon Police Department while former commissioner and Mt. Lebanon volunteer firefighter Dan 
Miller represented the fire department (1918). Library Director Cynthia Richey carried the sign for the 
1997 opening of the new library. Bringing up the rear in his 1960 Chevy Impala was Society Vice 
President Dave Redding driving the Society’s first President Wally Workmaster. 
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It was a glorious day for our St. Clair Cemetery 
Tour, and we’d like to thank everyone who 
came out as well as our fabulous tour guides. 

The cemetery is one of the oldest in the South 
Hills area and contains the graves of many of our 
earliest settlers. 1) Dave Frankowski was John 
Henry, an early settler who owned land in what 
is now the Twin Hills area. 2) Emma Williams 
was Harriet Milholland, a teacher who taught at 
the log cabin school that was once located in the 
cemetery while Tommy Withum was Rev. Boyd, 
the pastor of the Presbyterian Church from 1858 
to 1903. 3) Judy Sutton was Col. James 
Glenn, a Green Tree area resident who led his 
regiment, Co. D 149th PA Infantry, at the battle 
of Gettysburg when his commanding officers were 
wounded.  

4) Camden Jennings (left) and Erin Iams were Myrtilla Schreiner, wife of one of our area’s early doctors and 
Elizabeth Aiken, who, along with her husband, owned a tavern on what is now Banksville Road. 5) Sasha 
Gardner gave tombstone rubbing demonstrations. 6) Colette Frankowski was Hannah Plummer on whose land 
the first service of what would become Mt. Lebanon United Presbyterian Church was held in 1802.  
7) Kendall Jennings was Maggie Lea, a young woman who died in childbirth in 1872, and Melissa Redding 
helped at the check in table. 8) Tom McMillan, a descendant of the Murrays and Hultzs, entertained tour 
goers with information about his genealogy work. Also working the tour were Doreen Hurley, Susan and Ed 
Dryer (Susan also is a Hultz descendant), Society President Jim Wojcik, Vice President Dave Redding, and 
Joe Hoesch, who amazed people with his dowsing demonstrations. Many thanks to Judy Macoskey for the 
beautiful pictures! 

A Walk Through Time
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As part of its Saints and Stained Glass series, the Historical Society of Mount 
Lebanon will host a tour of Southminster Presbyterian Church on Washing-
ton Road, 2 p.m., Sunday, December 9. This tour will cover the history of the 

church, which was designed by Pringles and Tufts architects in the 1920s, as well as 
the stained glass windows that were styled after the Chartres Cathedral in France. 
The tour will include a visit to the bell tower and a presentation about the carillon. 
Tickets the tour are $5 for members and $10 for nonmembers. If you’d like to stay 
after the tour for an English Tea, tickets are $15 members (includes tour and tea) and 
$20 nonmembers. For reservations, contact cready@gmail.com or 412-418-9348.

STEEL STORIES

In conjunction with our upcoming Pittsburgh 
Iron & Steel Heritage Collection lecture on 
November 7, we are gathering memories of 

Mt. Lebanonites who worked in the Western 
Pennsylvania steel industry (you do not have to 
be a Society member to participate). We are in-
terested in knowing where you worked, when you 
worked there, what kind of work you did, and 
your fondest and worst memories or experiences. 
We would like to know how the closure of the 
steel industry in Western Pennsylvania has affected 
your life.  Everyone’s story is important to us.  So 
if you—or somebody you know—are willing to 
share your story, please email info@lebohistory.
org or “snail” mail to 200 Lebanon Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15228, by November 3.  

tour southminster!

LAST CALL FOR THE CENTENNIAL EXHIBIT!

T he Mt. Lebanon History Center’s exhibit, “Mt. Lebanon: The First 100 Years,” will run through January 
2013. Don’t miss this timeline of Mt. Lebanon’s greatest moments; if you’ve lived here 7 months come, 
in to learn something about your new community. If you’ve lived here 70 years, come in to reminisce and 

share. The center is open Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Saturdays, 9 a.m. to noon, and by appointment at 
412-563-1941.  
The next exhibit “Mt. Lebanon at War” will focus on World War II. If you have an item or photo related 
to WWII—items can be war or homefront related—and would like to loan it to the Society for the exhibit, 
please contact Todd DePastino at 412-388-1014 or todd@veteransbreakfastclub.com.

We are looking for people who would like 
to help us occasionally throughout the 
year.  Saying “yes” at this point would 

simply include you in a database of people who might 
want to help periodically with a project or event for the 
Historical Society.  

When we have a need, we would send an email to 
all the people in the database identifying what would 
be involved, how long it would take, and when and 
where someone would be needed.  If interested in the 
task, you would then reply by email or phone to the 
individual at the Historical Society who is coordinating 
the event.

For example, on September 8th the Historical Society 
participated in Mt. Lebanon’s Centennial Parade.  We 
needed a few volunteers to walk along the parade 
route handing out fliers identifying the historical events 
that we were depicting. We also need people to man 
the center, lead tours, provide hospitality at events, 
maintain the membership database, work on exhibits, 
and more. 

If you’d like to be notified of these opportunities to 
meet new people and have some fun, please send us 
an email (info@lebohistory.org) with your name, email 
address, phone number, and any special interests or 
skills that you have.

The Historical Society of Mount Lebanon has a 
wide variety of volunteers with a wide range of life 
experiences.  You don’t need to be an expert in Mt. 
Lebanon history to help with our needs.  

TOUCHDOWN!

We had a wonderful 
turnout for our Sep-
tember program about 

the history of Mt. Lebanon High 
School football. Jeff Linkowski 
wowed the audience with a slide 
show of pictures that dated back 
to the 1930s, and former head 
Coach Art Walker Sr. (pictured) 
kept the crowd enthralled (and 
laughing) with his many anec-
dotes. We thank Jeff and Coach 
Walker for sharing this wonderful 
slice of Mt. Lebanon’s history 
with us.
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HSMTL TRUSTEES
James Wojcik, president

David Redding, vice president
Matthew Clark, treasurer
Gwyn Cready, secretary

Julie Agar 
Stacey Jo Bonenberger

Mel Bickel
Todd DePastino

Dan Gigler
Joe Polk

Lisa White
Wally Workmaster

newsletter editor

M.A. Jackson

things that aren’t there anymore           

In the 1940s, Dorrance and Grace Hobbes took over Bower Hill Road’s Oasis nightclub, 
renamed it Grace’s, and turned it into a hardware/general store that sold everything from 

shoelaces  and six-packs to barbecue sandwiches and ice cream.  
In 1973, Elmer Hill took over the store and remodeled it.  

Please consider sharing your photos of Mt. Lebanon’s past. Email scans to info@lebohistory.org 
or drop them off at the history center—we will scan them and return the the originals.

 If you love old pictures, 
like the one at right, make 

sure to get a  “Mt. Lebanon” 
book filled with 127 pages 
of black and white photo-

graphs. Books are $23.50 at 
the History Center and the 

municipal building,  
710 Washington Road.  

Or order online at  
www.lebohistory.org.  

THEY MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

The Historical Society of 
Mount Lebanon

200 Lebanon Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15228   

412•563•1941   
info@lebohistory.org  
 www.lebohistory.org

We love  
Reunion Groups!   Consider scheduling a private tour of the History Center and a Walking Tour for  your Reunion.

NEW 
Walt and Cynthia Henry (family)

Stacey Jo Bonenberger (individual)
Alice Schilberg (individual)
Albina Senko (individual)

John and Kara Trant (family)
Keith Douglass Will (senior)
Timothy Holeczy (individual)
The Williams Family (family) 
Lori Roemele (individual)

The Kobuck-Gardner Family (family)
Janice Titonis (individual) 

LIFE MEMBERS
Mary Ann DePalma Burnett
Mr. & Mrs. David Fasulo

The Donald D. Mateer Foundation
Virginia Nicklas

Bertha Abbott Thomas
Jim and Nancy Lutz

Donna Kae Simmons Thomas

MEMBERSHIP membership  
reminder

We will be sending out 2013 member-
ship renewal forms in November. Please 
return your membership dues promptly so 

we don’t have to send a  
reminder letter! If you do not receive a 
letter that means you are good through 

2013. Questions?  
412-563-1941 or info@lebohistory.org


